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Athens -- An interesting thing happened in Washington last Friday between Greece and
America. Prime Minister Karamanlis and President Bush sat down for the second time in
a year to discuss world affairs. They talked. They listened. But nothing dramatic
actually happened. Some might call this a disappointment. I call it an affirmation.

With this meeting, President Bush and Prime Minister Karamanlis confirmed what
Secretary of State Rice and Foreign Minister Molyviatis recognized two months ago: the
status of the relationship between Greece and America is excellent. Our two countries
are strategic partners with a global agenda.

In my view, a strategic partner is one with whom you can share perspectives on broader
challenges. You discuss your interests and concerns. You hear your partner's ideas and
worries. Together you talk about ways to promote your common goals and mutual
interests. No promises of new revelations were made before this recent meeting, and
none were needed. Rather, it was a meeting of two world leaders, discussing global
problems, seeking mutual understanding and a way forward to confront the issues of the
day.

A strategic partner is also one whose judgment is trusted. We’ve seen Greece’s good
judgment as it directed the world safely through the first post-9/11 Olympic games,
guided the EU during a turbulent period in 2003, and discussed, frankly, its post-Olympic
deficit with the EU. As an ally and strategic partner, the United States counts on Greece
to approach today’s challenges with the same good judgment it exhibited in each of these
instances.

Strategic partners often have parallel interests that result in action helpful to both
partners. Our countries share a strategic interest in stability and economic prosperity in
the Balkans. Greece’s steps in this area—particularly as the leading investor in the
region—coincide with the United States’ vision of more stability and security in the
region. Greece and the United States are working to transfer our security cooperation
during the Olympics to the global war against terror. Greece displayed long-term
strategic vision when it supported Turkey’s bid for the EU, a decision the United States
supported.

So what has led to the public acknowledgement that our countries are aligned in this
strategic way? For the United States, it is that Greece’s actions support freedom, safety
and stability in the world. As a member of NATO, Greece is present in Afghanistan. In
the coming months it will assume the critical role of directing the operations of the



international airport in Kabul, and will also provide a medical unit for NATO soldiers. It
has provided money for the training of Iraqi soldiers working hard and risking their lives
to assume control over the security of their nation. It is encouraging development,
investment and stability in the Balkans. It is leading important UN Security Council
discussions on how to end the killing in Darfur. When President Bush says America and
Greece have a strategic partnership, he sees Greece as a partner willing to look beyond its
borders to take on an important role in the world.

Partnerships are not without problems. In the days and years ahead, our countries will
undoubtedly approach some issues in different ways. As strong relationships are forged,
so are they tested. Being strategic partners and key allies means these tests will be
approached in a positive manner, with a willingness to listen and understand each other’s
point of view. Mutual understanding and willingness to listen despite disagreement are
the foundations of an excellent bilateral relationship.
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ABMva -- Katt evdlaeépov cuvéPn oty Ovdotyktov v nepacuévn [Hopackevn petald
EMadog ko Apepukng. O ‘EAAnvog mpwbumovpydg Kovotavtivog Kapapoaving kot o
Apepucavog tpdedpog Tloptl Mmovg cuvavtnnkay yio devtepn Qopd LEGa o€ £val
YPOVO Y10 va, cu{nticovy BERaTO TOL OmacYOoA0DV TOV KOGHO. XvinTnoav. AKovcov.
Agv cuVEPN TimoTa T0 dpapoTKd. AVTO Popel HePKol Vo TO ATOKOAOVY OITOYOTTELO).
Koatd ™ yvoun pov, armotelei emPePaiwon.

Me ) cuvdvinon avt o Apepikovog Tpdedpog Kot o 'EAAnvag tpmbumovpydc
emPePaincav avtd mov ot vrovpyoi EEmtepikdv Kovtoiila Paig kot ITétpog
MoAvBidng eiyav avayvmpicel 600 punveg vopitepa: 0tTL 1 oxéon petadd EALGdag Ko
Apepucng elvan apiotn. Ot dvo yodpeg Pag eivat oTpaTNYIKol £TAiPOL KOt 0oYOAOVVTOL E
Oépota moykdoag epPéretag.

Koatd m yvoun pov, otpatnykds etaipog eivor ekeivog pe Tov omoio Hmopeig va
LLOPOGTEIG ATOYELS GYETIKA LE EVPVTEPEG TPOKANGEIS. ZVINTAG TO EVOLLPEPOVTOL KOL TIG
avnovyieg cov. AKOVG TIG 10£EC KOl TIG OVNOLYIES TOL ETAIPOL GOV. XVINTATE OO KOOV
TPOTOLG Y10 TNV TPODONGN KOdV 6TdY®V Kat apoiaiov cupuepepovimv. Agv d60nKkav
VIOGYEGELS Y10 VEEG OTOKOADWELS TPV AtO QLTI TNV TPAOGPATN GUVAVINGT, 0VTE
ypewlotay kdtt tétoro. ‘Htav amAdg po cuvavinon 6o nyetdv mov culftnoay to
noykdoa TpoPAnuata, enedioéav apoaio Katavonon, kot avaltnoay TpoTo
OTTOTEAEGUOTIKNG AVILETMMIONG TOV TPOPANUATOV AVTOV.

XTpatnykog etaipog elval, emionc, KAmTOlog Tov 0moiov TNV Kpion EUMGTEDEGAL.
Awmotooope ™ cootn Kpion g EAAMGSac dtav nynonke g taykoc o Tpoomdbsiog
Y10 TNV A6QOAR dlopydvmon Tav TpdTev O oumiokdv Aydvev petd tmy 117
YentepPpiov, nyndnke e Evponaikng Evoong oe mepiodo avactdtwong to 2003, ko
ov({Noe pe eKpiveld To 0KOVOpKO Tng peta-oivumakd Elhepa pe v E.E. Qg
OUUUOYOG Kot oTpatnyIKog etaipoc, ot Hvouéveg TloAteiec mposfArémovv otnv EAAGO
VO TPOCEYYIGEL TIC ONUEPIVES TPOKANGELS e TNV 1010 66T Kpion mov enédelée oe KAOe
pio amd TG TPONYOOUEVEG.

Ot otpatnywkol eTaipot Guyva £x0VV TAPAAANAL GUUPEPOVTA, UE OTTOTEAEGLLOL VOL
EVEPYOLV e TPOTO OV ELINPETEL TOL CLUEEPOVTA Kol TV dV0 TAevpdV. To oTpatnyiKd
CUUPEPOV TOV YOPOV UaG VOl 1) 6TOOEPOTNTA KO ] OIKOVOLIKT Eunuepio oTa
BoAxkdvio. To frpota g EAAGSOS — 10106 pe TNV 1010TNTO TOL 1)YETIKOV EXEVOLTH GTNV
mEPLOYN — ovuminTovy pe 1o Opapa twv Hvouévav [oMteidv yio peyolvtepn
otabepdtra kot acdree. H EALGSa kot ot HITA epydalovral yio vo petagépouvy
ouvepyosio Hog oTov Topéa TG oPAAELNS TV OAVUTIOKOV AYOVOV GTOV TOYKOGLLO



ayova kotd g tpopokpatiog. H EAAGOa emédeiée pakponpodBecio otpatnykd OpopLo
otav otpi&e v aitnon ™¢ Tovpkiog va yiver pérog g E.E., kot ot HITA ompi&av v
andPAcT] TNG VTN.

T{ eivol Lomdv eketvo Tov 091 yNoE 6T SNUOCLO OVAYVAPLOT OTL OL YMDPEG LOG
ovumAéovv otpotnywkd; [a tic HITA givon 611 o1 evépyeieg tng EAAGdac otnpilovv v
erevBepia, ™V acedielo Kot T otabepdTnTa 6TOV KOGHO. Me TV 1310TNT0 TOL HEAOLVG
tov NATO n EAAGda elvarl Ttapodoa 610 AQyaviotdy. XTovg emOUEVOLS Hveg B
avaAdfet Tov kpioto poAo TG KaB0dNYNONG TV EMLYEPNCEDV TOL d1EBVOVG aepoALéEVaL
¢ KoapmodA kot Oo mpoc@épet o vYEovopIKY| povada yio Toug otpatidteg Tov NATO.
Eniong, mpdopepe ypnuotikn fondeta yio tnv eknaidevon tov [pakivdv otpatiotdy mov
epyalovror GKANPE Kot O1oKvouveLOVY TN {®N TOVE TPOKELUEVOD VA, avaAdBovY TOV
EAEYYO NG CPAAELOG TNG XDPOG TOVS. EvBappivel v avdmtuén, Tic enevovoelg Kot
otafepotnra ota Baikdvia. Hysiton onuaviikov culntmoemv oto Zvpfodito
Acareiog tov Hvopévov EBvav mpokeipévou va 600et 1€hog oTig opayég 610
Nrtoappovp. Otav o tpodedpoc Mmovg Aéet 6Tt Apepikn kou 1 EAAGSa £xovv otpotnykn
ouvvepyaoia, PAémel Tnv EALGSQ cav eTaipo mpdhupo va ol Tépa amd To. GHVOPA TOL Kot
va avoAdfet onpovtikd poAo GTovV KOGLO.

Ot ovvepyoaciec 0ev oTEPOVVTOL TPOPANUATOV. XTIC LEPES Kol TO XpOVIN TOV EPYOVTAL, Ol
YOPES Lag xwpig apeiPoria Ba Tpoceyyicovv Kamola OEpaTa e S10poPETIKOVG TPOTOVC.
O 1oyvpéc oyéocels, kabmg dnovpyovvrat, dokipdlovtatl. To va ivor kdmotot
oTPATNYIKOL £TAPOL KO COHLOOL onpaivel 0Tt o1 dokipacieg avtég Ba mpoceyyilovtat pe
BetKd TPOTO, LE mpobupia 0 Evag vo aKOVOEL Ko VoL KATOAAPEL TNV dmoyn tov dAlov. H
apoBaio katovonon Kot 1 tpobupio va akovoEL KATO10¢ Topd TIG OTO1ES SLOPOVIES,
amoteAoVV Ta OepEAo TNG SUEPOVG GYECTC.
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